
 

 
 

   
 
 

  BIO LINKS FOR BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club 2019 Board of Trustee officers are: 
 

o President James. P Druckman 

 

Mr. Druckman joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in 2001 and became President of the Board in 2011. As 

President, he has helped to govern and set policies for the organization in addition to raising awareness and 

setting the tone for brand and marketing initiatives. During his years of service to the organization, he has 

promoted the Kips Bay mission throughout. A major proponent of our repertoire of special events, he was 

instrumental in the creation of the President’s Dinner—an event that has tripled in size and revenue. He is the 

chair of the Executive Committee, Compensation Committee and an ex-officio member of all Kips Bay 

standing committees. In addition, he is actively involved with the Decorator Show House.  

 

Mr. Druckman is the President of the New York Design Center, home of almost 100 individual designer 

showrooms. He also serves on the Board of the New York School of Interior Design as well as the Alpha 

Workshops Board.  

 

He is a graduate of the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania and received his Juris Doctorate 

from Columbia University School of Law in 1973. 

 

o Vice President Cynthia Coudert  

 

Ms Cynthia joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in 2001 and currently serves as Vice President.  

Cynthia still serves on the board today and brings her expertise as both a teacher and a fundraiser. 

Cynthia is currently the Associate Director of the Theatre program at The Nightingale-Bamford School. Ms. 

Cynthia Coudert is a graduate of Vassar College.  

 

o Vice President Scott A. Gress 

 

Mr. Gress joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in 1990 and was elected Vice President in 2001. In 2004, he 

became the co-chair of the Kips Bay Golf Classic Committee which drives our annual golf classic tournament; 

a fundraising event that promotes sportsmanship and camaraderie, in addition to supporting the Kips Bay 

mission. He is also currently serving as the chair of the Nominating Committee. Mr. Gress began his 

association with Kips Bay in 1982 as a member of the Junior Committee which he later co-chaired. He also 

participated on the Kips Bay Men’s Committee. Mr. Gress is President of Ehrlich, Gress & Co, a textile sales 

organization. He also serves on the Board of Education of the Town of New Canaan, CT, where he resides 

with his wife and three children. 

   

o Vice President Curtis O Minnis, Sr. 

 

Mr. Minnis joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in 2001. He currently serves as Vice President and was the 

former Secretary of the Board. He is a member of the Executive Committee, Nominating Committee, Building 

and Program Committee and the Marketing Committee. He also was a member of the Long Range Planning 

Committee and was instrumental in creating the strategic plan outlining the organization’s future. In addition, 

Mr. Minnis was responsible for the initiation of the Kips Bay Board of Managers, a group that created 

fundraising activities and brought community leaders together to promote the Kips Bay mission. He took part 

in the Corporate Mentorship Program and the Summer Youth Employment Program at the clubhouse. 
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Currently, he is the Chair of the Education Assistance Program and initiated the Kips Bay Fencing Program in 

2013. Curtis Minnis is a Managing Director of Global Sales with The FedEx Corporation. He directs a team of 

strategic account managers who design and deliver optimal logistic services and supply chain solutions for 

large global customers. His responsibilities include oversight of an account base from various market sectors 

with an emphasis on international enterprises grounded in retail, technology and financial services.  Prior to 

his tenure at FedEx, Curtis worked as a sales professional as part of MCI’s Global Market team before 

assuming a director position within AT&T’s Signature Client Group. In the fall of 2005 he migrated to FedEx to 

join their Worldwide Sales division focused on large global accounts. Curtis is a graduate of Adelphi University 

and remains deeply engaged with the university community. He is a founding member of the Multi-Cultural 

Chapter of Adelphi’s Alumni Association, maintains membership on the executive board of Adelphi’s primary 

athletic booster group, and was the recipient in 2007 of The Frank Cassell Memorial Award for his 

contributions to further educational and competitive excellence within Adelphi’s student-athlete community.  As 

a member of Adelphi’s Cross Country/Track and Field teams while an undergrad, Curtis set 3 still standing 

school records, 2 individual events and 1 as a member of an outstanding relay team foursome. Additionally, he 

was a contributing member of the 1975-76 team which received the Adelphi University Hall of Fame Panther 

Legendary Team Award in 2013. He has a decades long marriage with his lovely wife Eileen.  They both 

thoroughly enjoy the company of their 3 kids and 5 grandchildren. They currently reside in the small hamlet of 

Kent located in Putnam County New York. 

 

o Vice President Debralee Nelson 

 

Ms. Nelson joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in 1999. She became Vice President in 2002 and named 

Treasurer in 2004. She also currently serves on the Executive and Finance/Investment Committees.  

Debralee Nelson was appointed by BNY Mellon as Senior Director to serve ultra-high net-worth wealth 

management clients in the New York region in 2013. Prior to joining BNY Mellon, Ms. Nelson was a managing 

director and senior banker at JP Morgan Chase from 2009 to 2013 where she was responsible for relationship 

management in its private bank. Prior to joining JP Morgan, she served as managing director and senior 

business development officer with Bessemer and U.S. Trust. Ms. Nelson earned her bachelor’s degree from 

the University of Nebraska, an MBA from George Washington University, and holds the Certified Financial 

Planner designation. 

 

o Treasurer Nora Creedon 

 

Nora Creedon is a Managing Director at Goldman Sachs & Co, where she serves as the head of the Real 
Estate Securities group within Goldman Sachs Asset Management. Nora is responsible for approximately $7 
billion of listed real estate investments globally. She manages a team of 7 investment professionals with 
offices in New York, London and Hong Kong. Nora began her career at Goldman Sachs in the Investment 
Research department in 2000. She worked at Fidelity Investments in Boston and Fortress Investment Group 
before re-joining Goldman Sachs in 2010.  
 
Nora graduated magna cum laude from Georgetown University with a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service 
in 2000. She achieved an Honors Certificate in International Business Diplomacy. She spent her junior year 
studying abroad at Oxford University in England. Nora was born and raised in the Bronx and graduated from 
The Bronx High School of Science in 1996.  
 
Currently Nora lives in Sutton Place in Midtown East, with her husband Matthew and three children. Matthew 
is a partner and portfolio manager at Castle Hook Partners, a hedge fund in New York. He serves as a trustee 
on the College of William & Mary Foundation. Their oldest son Luke is in Kindergarten at St. Bernard’s School, 
their middle child Timothy is in nursery school at Garden House School, and their youngest daughter Mallory 
just turned one year old.  
 
Nora and Matt are deeply committed to a number of charitable organizations devoted to children including The 
Harlem Children’s Zone, The Make-a-Wish Foundation, Apex for Youth and The Edible Schoolyard Project. 
She is elated at the prospect of elevating her involvement in an organization devoted to improving the lives of 
children, particularly in her home town of the Bronx.  
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o Secretary Cynthia V.A Schaffner   

 

Cynthia Van Allen Schaffner is a decorative arts historian specializing in American furniture, textiles and folk 

art. She has been a researcher at the American Wing of The Metropolitan Museum of Art since 1997 

researching and writing for exhibitions and collections catalogues including, Amelia Peck’s, Interwoven Globe: 

The Worldwide Textiles Trade, 1500-1800, Amelia Peck’s, American Quilts & Coverlets in The Metropolitan 

Museum of Art, and Frances Safford’s American Furniture in the Metropolitan Museum of Art: Early Colonial 

Period: The Seventeenth-Century and William and Mary Styles. Other assignments have included writing 

exhibition labels and the scripts for the new American Wing period room inter-active touch screens. Before 

coming to the American Wing, Cynthia co-authored, with Susan Klein, American Painted Furniture, 1790-1800 

and Folk Hearts: The Heart Motif in American Folk Art and they authored many articles on American folk art, 

American painted furniture and textiles. She was a trustee of the American Folk Art Museum, served as co-

chair of the Fall Antiques Show for seventeen years; was a member and chair of the Museum’s Friends  

Committee and coordinator of the docent program. She has taught courses at the American Folk Art Institute 

and lectured widely on folk art, painted furniture, quilts and samplers and is presently on the Education 

Committee of the Museum. She holds a Master’s Degree in the History of Decorative Arts from the 

Smithsonian, Cooper-Hewitt Museum and a Master’s Degree in Teaching from Simmons College. Cynthia 

lives in Manhattan with her husband, Robert T. Schaffner, a retired vice president of Gold-man Sachs and 

president of RTS Advisers.  

Cynthia was formally welcomed to the Board of the Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club in May 2012. She is a member 

of the Education Assistance Program Committee, the Development Committee and has served as Board 

Secretary since 2013. 

 
 

Chip Brian  

 

Chip Brian’s distinguished career has been defined by a dedication to innovation, transparent communication, 

and active community involvement.  

As co-founder and principal of the general contracting and construction management firm Best & Company, 

Chip leads a team of professionals charged with renovating New York City’s elite residences. By cultivating a 

company culture of respectfulness, responsiveness, and superior client service, Chip has earned Best & 

Company wide recognition in international and local media outlets, including the Wall Street Journal, the New 

York Times, the New York Post, House Beautiful, House & Garden (UK), Architectural Digest, New York 

magazine, New York Cottages & Gardens, New York Spaces, LONNY, Gotham, and numerous business, 

shelter, and design-oriented blogs.  

 

Chip Brian is a trustee of the Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club since May 2015 and a member of the 

Finance/Investment Committee and the Coudert Kitchen Project Committee. A sitting board member of the 

Long Island City Partnership, Chip also remains an active supporter of local nonprofits dedicated to benefiting 

New York City’s underserved women, children, families, and artists, through his work for the Alpha 

Workshops, WIN (Women in Need), the Fiver Children’s Foundation, and the Christo Rey Network. In addition, 

he has served on the board of the Boy Scouts of America and is a former trustee (and alumnus) of 

Manhattan’s Trinity School.  

 

A graduate of Duke University, Chip makes his home in Manhattan, with his wife, Nina Sisselman Brian, and 

their two young sons. 

 

Adolfo Carrion, Jr.  

 

Adolfo Carrión, Jr. is CEO and Founder of Metro Futures, LLC, a real estate development and business 
consulting firm based in New York City.  
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Before transitioning to the private sector, Mr. Carrión served as Regional Administrator for Region II of the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Deputy Assistant to President Barack Obama, and 
Director of the White House Office of Urban Affairs. Adolfo’s work resulted in the establishment of a White 
House Urban Policy Working Group and the first interagency review in 30 years of federal government 
approaches and funding in urban and metropolitan areas.  
  
Before his tenure in the federal government, Mr. Carrión served as Bronx Borough President for nearly 2 
terms and as a member of the New York City Council. Mr. Carrión’s work as Borough President ushered in a 
new era of building and growth in The Bronx that increased investment in housing and schools, millions of 
square feet of commercial space, the new Yankee Stadium and new businesses. Prior to serving as a NYC 
Council Member, Carrión was District Manager of Bronx CB#5, a planner at the NYC Department of City 
Planning, a nonprofit executive, a schoolteacher, and a youth pastor. 
  
Adolfo was President of the National Association of Latino Elected Officials (NALEO), is an Aspen Institute 
Rodel Fellows alumnus, and has served on numerous boards of nonprofit and government entities.  
  
Since starting his business, Mr. Carrión has served as Executive V.P. of Stagg Group, a housing development 
and management firm, and Senior Advisor for Corporate Development to the CSA Group, the largest Hispanic 
owned architecture and engineering firm in the U.S.  
  
Mr. Carrión lives on City Island, is married to Linda M. Baldwin, General Counsel to the NYS Department of 
State, and has four children. When he’s not working, Mr. Carrión enjoys boating, motorcycling, golf and 
cooking. 

 

Gary P. Crain  

 
Mr. Crain joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in 1990 and has been very involved in the Kips     Bay 
Decorator Show House throughout his years as Trustee. He has served on the Show House Committee and 
on the Designers’ Committee as Advisory Chairman. In addition, Mr. Crain has been active in securing 
foundation relationships for Kips Bay.   
 
Mr. Crain is the President of Crain & Ventolo Associates, a design firm he founded in 1977 which later became 
a partnership with Robert Ventolo in 1997. He graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Interior Design and Art 
History from the College of William and Mary. Soon after, he began his career as an executive designer at 
Lord and Taylor, Inc., and later on worked as a designer at Donghia Associates in New York. Today he is a 
principal designer and partner of Crain and Ventolo. 

 

Elissa F. Cullman 

 

Elissa F. Cullman, better known as Ellie, founded Cullman & Kravis over 30 years ago. Born and raised in 

Brooklyn, where her family owns the renowned Peter Luger steak house, Ellie graduated Phi Beta Kappa 

magna cum laude from Barnard College and pursued East Asian Studies at Columbia Graduate School.  

Since 2000, Ellie has been listed in the definitive “AD 100” Architectural Digest’s designated best designers 

and architects. She was included as well in the AD January 2005 list of “The Deans of American Design,” and 

was the recipient of the “Stars of Design” award at NYC’s D&D building in Oct 2009. Ellie received New York 

School of Interior Design’s Albert Hadley Lifetime Achievement Award in March 2016.  

 

Along with longtime colleague, Tracey Pruzan, Ellie is the coauthor of “Decorating Master Class: The Cullman 

Kravis Way” (NY: Harry Abrams, 2008) and “The Detailed Interior: Decorating Up Close with Cullman & 

Kravis” (NY: Monacelli Press, 2013.) Their new book “From Classic to Contemporary, Decorating with Cullman 

& Kravis” will be published by Monacelli in September 2017.  A strong proponent of the arts, Ellie worked as 

an exhibition assistant at Japan House Gallery and as a guest curator at The Museum of American Folk Art. 

She also curated two exhibitions at the museum: “Andy Warhol’s Folk and Funk” (co-writing the accompanying 

catalogue) and “Small Folk: A Celebration of Childhood in America” (co-writing the accompanying book which 
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was published by E.P. Dutton.) Currently a member of the Museum of Modern Art’s Contemporary council, 

she sits on the boards of the Film Society of Lincoln Center and Friends of Florence. Ellie joined the board of 

Kips Bay in the fall of 2015. Her particular interests are in the kitchen and kitchen garden projects. 

 

 Elizabeth Dexter 

 

Lizzy Dexter is the owner of Elizabeth Dexter Interiors, an interior de - sign firm she started in 2012 that 
specializes in high-end residential properties. She has worked on projects in Hawaii, Santa Barbara, New 
York, New Jersey, and Martha’s Vineyard. Prior to starting her own firm Lizzy was a Design Partner at 
Cullman and Kravis, where she worked for eleven years. Lizzy began her career as an assistant teacher at the 
Brearley School where she taught first and second grade and was the high school tennis coach.  
 
Lizzy graduated from Boston College in 1999 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business. She later 
received her Basic Interior Design Degree from the New York School of Interior Design. She is a graduate of 
the Hackley School in Tarrytown, NY.  
 
Lizzy lives on the upper east side of Manhattan with her husband and two children. Her husband, David 
Rogers, is a portfolio manager at Soros Fund Management. Her daughter, Lilly Rogers, is a first grader at the 
Spence School and her son, Dylan Rogers, is in nursery school at The Episcopal School. The family supports 
various educational institutions as well as Harlem Children’s Zone (a program that helps to address the needs 
of the entire child through offering exceptional education and social services), The Children’s Village (which 
provides a safe haven, services, and car-ing community for  
troubled children), and the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. Lizzy was welcomed onto the Kips Bay Boys & Girls 
Club Board of Trustees in May 2016.  
 
Lizzy and her family spend summers and many weekends in Madison, CT where Lizzy is an active member of 
the tennis community. Lizzy is a dedicated mother and volunteer at each of her children’s schools. In her free 
time she enjoys cooking and entertaining for family and friends. 

 

Board of Trustee Jonathan Graham  

 

 

Susan Zises Green  

 

Sophisticated. Classic. Timeless. These are the words that have been used to describe the work of renowned 

Interior Designer, Susan Zises Green. For over 35 years, Susan has earned critical acclaim and a dedicated 

client base in locations including Manhattan, The Hamptons, Connecticut, Palm Beach, and Nantucket. Using 

both traditional and contemporary resources, Susan’s elegant taste perfectly blends objects, patterns, and 

textures to create beautiful and comfortable interiors. She appreciates the significance of decorating with 

personal pieces, and encourages her clients to integrate their own treasured possessions into their interiors.  

 

Since completing her design program at The New York School of Interior Design, Susan has come to be a 

leader in the interior design industry. One of her most notable and proud accomplishments is having 

participated eight times in the prestigious Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club Decorator Show House.  Susan was 

also an original panellist, and subsequent moderator of the Designer Panel for the Nantucket Historical 

Association.  For the past five years Susan invited the panellists and moderated the distinguished panel which 

was part of its annual Antiques and Design Show fundraiser, now called Nantucket by Design. Additionally, 

Susan has been featured in House Beautiful, Architectural Digest, Traditional Home, The New York Times, 

Connecticut Cottages & Gardens, Home & Garden Nantucket, and many others. Known for her warm 

personality and style, Susan can often be found sharing her passion for interior design with the public - 

lecturing at auction houses, museums and design centers in the U.S. She’s also an avid philanthropist, who 

serves on the boards of The Garden Conservancy and the Nantucket Preservation Trust. She is also a 

member of The Decorators Club and joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in January 2017.  
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When Susan is not in her design office, she is often traveling or tending to her lush gardens and colorful 

window boxes at her residences in New York City, Vero Beach or Nantucket Island. Susan feels fortunate to 

be able to regularly spend time with her family and is a proud grandmother of six young, delightful 

grandchildren.  

 

Gregory A. Hersh  

 

As the founder and Chief Executive Officer at Florence Capital Advisors, LLC. Greg Hersch brings nearly 15 

years of investment and wealth management experience to the firm. As a well-known client advocate and 

trusted advisor, he has helped his clients weather challenging financial markets and maximize opportunities in 

times of market growth. His advisory experience has proven essential to entrepreneurs seeking early stage 

growth capital and wealth management strategies upon liquidity events. For business owners considering 

sales, mergers and IPOs, Greg couples advisory acumen with deep knowledge of how best to structure these 

transactions in order to protect and transfer wealth. 

 

As Florence Capital CEO, Greg guides the overall strategic direction of the firm and sets the vision for 

excellence in client relationships. Using his own family and personal capital as the model, Greg directs the 

team on investment strategy including asset allocation, product selection, due diligence and both traditional 

and alternative investments.  

 

With several recognition awards including Financial Times’ “Top 400 Advisors” for three consecutive years 

(2013, 2014, 2015), Barron’s “Top 1200 Financial Advisors” (2014, 2015), and REP. Magazine’s “Top Ten 

Wirehouse Advisors Under 40” (2015), among others, Greg has established himself as  a trusted, industry-

leading advisor both with his clients and in the financial services industry as a whole. 

 

Prior to founding Florence Capital, Greg was a Senior Vice President with UBS Financial Services and Vice 

President with Smith Barney. A Certified Investment Management Analyst®, Greg earned his B.A. Degree in 

History at Georgetown University.  

 

An avid volunteer at a young age, Greg started serving in the community when he was just 13, inspired by his 

mother’s volunteer work. He has served on the Board of Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club for more than 10 years 

and is also the chair of its Investment Committee for endowment and scholarship funds.  

 

A highly sought after board member, Greg currently sits on the Board of Directors for two private enterprises: 

HALO Maritime Defense Systems, a maritime security company, and Modern Guild, a mentoring organization 

that focuses  on career preparation for college and high school students.  

 

Outside of his work at Florence Capital, Greg is an accomplished golfer and member at Quaker Ridge Golf 

Club. He and his wife Elisabeth live in Manhattan with their beloved Labrador retriever, Bear, and enjoy travel, 

art, yoga and partaking in the region’s multitude of outdoor activities. 

 

 Edward F. Kelly  

 

Mr. Kelly joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in 1999. He currently serves as chair of the Marketing 

Committee and as a member of the Kips Bay Golf Classic Committee. Kips Bay has also relied on his 

expertise in publishing to assist in the development of the video and marketing materials for the Great Futures: 

The Next 100 Years campaign.   

 

Mr. Kelly is currently, Chief Xpansion Officer for Wholesome Wave, a national non-profit empowering 
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hundreds of thousands of low-income Americans annually to make healthier food choices by increasing 

access to affordable fruits and vegetables. The organization takes a market based approach by deploying 

innovative, impactful programs like doubling the value of Food Stamps when spent on produce, and working 

with doctors, hospitals and community health clinics to prescribe free produce to families at risk of diet-related 

disease. Prior to Wholesome Wave, he was President and CEO of American Express Publishing Corporation, 

the parent company for magazine brands like Travel +Leisure, Food & Wine, Departures, Executive Travel, 

and Black Ink.  

 

Mr. Kelly is the president and co-founder of The Kelly Gang, a 501(c)3 charity organization of media industry 

professionals with the surname Kelly. In the last decade, The Kelly Gang has raised more than $700,000 

dollars for charitable causes. In 2016, The Kelly Gang raised $100,000 for the Kips Bay Centennial Campaign.  

A New York native, he characterizes his Irish ancestors from Sligo as “hard-working, fun-loving, and 

generous.” He is a graduate of Rollins College. A husband and father of three, he resides in Bedford, New 

York. 

 

Ketty Pucci- Sisti Maisonrouge  

 

Ms. Maisonrouge joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in 1995. She began her relationship with Kips Bay in 

1990 as part of the Women’s Committee. She has also been a member of the Show House Committee and 

the Marketing Committee.  

Ms. Maisonrouge is the Founder of KM & Co., a company specializing in Luxury Innovation, assisting luxury 

firms and start-ups in branding, financing and long term strategies. She is the co-founder and board member 

and advisor to a few start-ups, including Savelli.  

 

In 2005, Maisonrouge joined Columbia Business School as an Adjunct Professor and teaches Luxury 

Strategy. She is a Visiting Professor at IE Business School in Madrid, at Sciences Po in Paris, and HKUST in 

HK. She is a guest lecturer at numerous universities including Bocconi, CEIBS in Shanghai, SKK-Business 

School and Yonsei University in Seoul. Maisonrouge served as U.S. Representative of the Comité Colbert, the 

association of French luxury companies, and is co-founder and President of the Luxury Education Foundation 

since 2004.  

 

The Luxury Alchemist, published by Assouline, in its second edition, received the International Award at La 

Forêt des Livres. Maisonrouge graduated from Sciences Po Paris and has a Master’s Degree in Law from the 

Sorbonne. In 2009 she was named Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur." 

 

 Angelo M.Monaco 

 

Angelo M. Monaco was born on January 9, 1974 in Mount Vernon, New York. The youngest of 3 children he 

grew up in West Nyack, NY and attended Clarkstown South Senior High School where he lettered in Ice 

Hockey and was named Team Captain his Senior Year. Angelo Graduated from Pace University with a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration. His Professional Career started as a Project Manager for his 

Family’s Commercial Construction Management Firm in 1996 and was elevated to Vice President in 1998. 

Angelo’s aggressive energy and inherent leadership qualities earned him his current position as President of 

GTL Construction, LLC. a leading Tri-State Area General Construction & Construction Management Firm with 

Clients the likes of Macerich, Cushman & Wakefield, White Plains Hospital, Lodgeworks, and Curry 

Automotive to name a few. In 2000 he and his partners formed Autumn Properties and Development LLC 

which currently owns and manages a 400,000 sf portfolio of Commercial Properties. Angelo is a Director for 

the Mount Vernon Police Foundation, and is a Board Member for the North Castle Architectural Review Board. 

Angelo Monaco and GTL Construction are proud sponsors of the Armonk Baseball League where Angelo 

volunteers as team coach. He is a member of The Whippoorwill Club and sits on the Construction Committee.  
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Angelo married Marielena Lagana in 2003 and they have 3 children, Ava, Amanda and T.J. ages 11, 9 and 7. 

They have made their home in Armonk since 2005.  

 

Angelo joined the Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club Board of Trustees in 2014 and is a member of the Building and 

Program Committee. Angelo Monaco and GTL Construction were commissioned to construct the Frederic R. 

& Margaret Coudert Clubhouse. 

 

Charles H.Mott (Anne) 

 

Mrs. Mott joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in 2001. She is a long-time member of the Kips Bay Women’s 

Committee and has also served as the Design Chairman for the Show House Committee. Mr. and Mrs. Mott 

are dedicated to supporting Kips Bay club members achieve academic excellence and contribute consistently 

and generously to Kips Bay’s scholarship funds. In addition to the Kips Bay Board and the Women’s 

Committee, Mrs. Mott serves on the Board of The Society of Memorial Sloan Kettering, and is a member of the 

Colony Club and The River Club of New York 

 

Christopher Peacock  

 

Christopher Peacock began his career in London during the early eighties, working at Terence Conran’s 

furniture store in London. After accepting an offer to work in the US he travelled first to Boston MA, where he 

worked as a designer at the Boston Design Center and then continued his career in New York City working as 

a kitchen designer at the Architects and Designer’s building. He launched Christopher Peacock Cabinetry in 

1992, beginning with a single kitchen display inside a small store in Greenwich, CT. The vignette drew the 

attention of architects, designers and a discerning clientele. The Christopher Peacock cabinetry brand soon 

proved its worth, quickly establishing itself as the paradigm of beautiful hand-crafted classic British cabinetry, 

but made to order in the USA. By owning and operating the showrooms and production facility the quality 

control and high standards were always under his control. Since those early days many distinctive showrooms 

have been opened throughout the USA and Europe, with locations in Greenwich, Chicago, Boston, San 

Francisco, New York City, Short Hills, and in Cannes, Cote D’Azur, France and in London, England.  

 

Additionally, 2016 will see the launch of a new location in Dallas, Texas. The company philosophy has always 

been to produce handcrafted cabinetry of the highest quality, using the finest materials and offering an 

unparalleled level of professional service to its clientele. Unique in its approach to the marketplace, the 

company is driven by a youthful enthusiasm and a fervent desire to create the most beautiful and lasting 

products. There is a dedicated partnership between the management, the design team, and the master 

carpenters and decorative artists who stake their reputations and take great pride in the brand.  

 

Today, his company and brand is recognized as the ultimate in luxury cabinetry design and there are many 

hundreds of rooms of beautiful cabinetry gracing homes in the United States and internationally. The classic 

understated elegance that has become the mark of his work has allowed the company some very special 

opportunities. Christopher has been invited to take part in the New York City Kips Bay Show House on seven 

occasions and has participated in the most prestigious designer show houses across the United States. He 

has appeared on national television and he has been featured in many of the national newspapers as well as 

having his work regularly published. His portfolio of work includes numerous projects for many high profile 

clients, from the world of arts, sports, and business. Included in this list are nine rooms of cabinetry designed 

for President William Jefferson Clinton, and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton at their Chappaqua, NY private 

residence.  He joined the Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club Board of Trustees in 2013 and is a member of the 

Coudert Kitchen Project Committee.   
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Kathryn Prounis 

 

Kathy Prounis is a New York City-based architectural interior designer with over twenty years’ experience in 

residential and commercial design. She currently specializes in residential projects such as ones featured on 

the June 2014 cover of Hamptons Cottages & Gardens (HC&G) and in a September 2016 profile in The New 

York Times. Prior to going into private practice, Kathy was an associate and studio head for Skidmore Owings 

and Merrill, where she oversaw large-scale commercial projects for corporate 500 clients.  

 

Her extensive portfolio of work includes corporate, hospitality, theatrical and government facilities.  A devoted 

advocate of the arts and education in New York, Kathy serves as a member of the Executive Committee of the 

Board of the Museum of the City of New York, the Frederick A.O. Schwarz Children’s Center Committee of the 

Museum of the City of New York, the Learning Through Art Committee for the Guggenheim Museum and the 

board of the Couture Council of the Museum at FIT. In addition, she actively supports various civic 

organizations such as the Horticultural Society and the Central Park Conservancy, and chairs the Lenox Hill 

Neighbourhood House Spring Gala & Fall Associates Benefit as well as the Madison Square Boys & Girls 

Club Salute to Style Luncheon. After having served as Patron for the Kips Bay Show House for several years, 

Kathy joined the Board of Trustees in January of 2017. 

 

 H. Barry Robins  

 

Mr. Robins founded DavosPharma in 1972. He graduated with a B.Sc. in Chemical Engineering from Queen’s 

University in Kingston, Ontario, Canada in 1964. His two sons David, and Brian also graduated Queen’s in 

similar engineering disciplines and are co-CEOs at Davos. His grandson, Timo is a sophomore in Engineering 

at Queen’s, and all of them are dual USA and Canadian citizens. 

 

Davos is a tech company acting as a service provider for BIG Parma (BMS, Pfizer etc.) and Small Pharma 

(Biotechs). Davos people have degrees ranging from B.Sc. through PhD in Chemistry, Biology, Engineering, 

and Business (MBAs).  Their current projects range from Cancer, Hepatitis, Hematology, HIV, Gene Editing 

and biosimilar development. DavosPharma is starting to invest in small tech start-ups especially in the Medical 

Device space. Mr. Robins and his family are very active in children’s not for profit groups, where at risk 

children are involved, similar to Kip’s Bay Boys & Girls Club. They are also involved with capital campaigns 

and R&D projects at Queen’s University. Mr. Robins has served on the board of Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club 

since 2006. 

 

David Scott 

 

David Scott creates innovative and artful design in an array of styles for top clients in New York City, The 

Hamptons and beyond.  An expert in luxury interior design and avid collector of contemporary art, each of 

David Scott’s projects are a reflection of his discerning eye and impeccable service.  

David established his firm, David Scott Interiors, LTD in 1991 with a belief that interiors should reflect the style 

and personality of its owner, not simply its designer.  It is the natural connection a client has with their home 

that has inspired David over the past 20 years, resulting in a portfolio of inviting environments, each highly 

personal.   

 

Visually stimulating, yet extremely functional, David’s interiors gracefully meld the timeless elegance of the 

past with today’s modern life. His interiors are a thoughtful mix of eminence and ease, where practical 

architecture, luxurious furnishings and emerging art and craft harmoniously coexist.  For David, each 

project is a passionate journey and the client is invited along, for each step of the way. It is this collaborative 

and detail-oriented approach that has become a signature of David’s distinguished style.  

David Scott Interiors projects have appeared on the pages of Architectural Digest, The New York Times, The 
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Wall Street Journal, World Of Interiors, House Beautiful and Interior Design.  His book, published by Pointed 

Leaf Press: David Scott: Outside the Box, An Interior Designer's Innovative Approach to Creating Chic and 

Comfortable Rooms, is a delightful behind the scenes look into eleven of his most stunning projects.  

David is an alum of the prestigious New York School of Interior Design and currently serves on the Board of 

Trustees. A resident of both Manhattan and Sag Harbor, David’s homes are filled with an eclectic mix of 

vintage and modern furnishings and art.   

 

Robert K. Smits 

 

Rob Smits is the EVP, Secretary and General Counsel of Global Brands Group, one of the world’s leading 

branded fashion accessories, footwear and apparel companies. In such role, Rob is the principal legal officer 

of Global Brands Group and supervises all internal members of the GBG legal team and outside legal counsel.  

 

Prior to joining Global Brands Group in January 2013, Rob was the U.S. Managing Partner of Salans LLP, an 

international law firm, with more than 700 lawyers in 16 offices around the world. Rob also served as Co-Head 

of the Global Corporate Practice Group and was a member of the Firm’s Compensation Committee. In 

addition to his management duties, Rob advised clients on merger & acquisition, private equity and venture 

capital investments.  

 

Prior to joining Salans in January 2004, Rob was a Counsel in the New York Office of Jones Day, where Rob’s 

practice included advising clients on a variety of business and capital market transactions, and corporate 

governance matters.  

 

Rob is active in community and non-profit organizations and has been a member of the Kips Bay Family since 

the 1990’s. He served as outside legal counsel to the organization prior to becoming a board member in 

January 2013.  

 

Rob graduated from Hamilton College (A.B., cum laude 1983) and University of California, Davis School of 

Law (J.D. 1988, Order of the Coif). He is a member of the New York State Bar. Rob resides in Manhattan with 

his wife, Caroline, and daughter, Liliane. 

 

Loretta Ucelli 

 

Ms. Ucelli joined the Kips Bay Board of Trustees in 2015 and is a member of the Marketing Committee. Ms. 

Ucelli was instrumental in coaching the candidate selected to represent Kips Bay at the 2015 Youth of the 

Year competition. This candidate went on to be awarded the New York State Youth of the Year title.  Ms. 

Ucelli is the Vice President, Communications and Public A airs at the Peter G. Peterson Foundation’s and 

directs its communications, outreach and public strategy. The Foundation’s mission is to raise public 

awareness and accelerate action to deal with the nation’s fiscal challenges—one of the most compelling 

issues of our times.   

 

Ms. Ucelli has spent her career as an advisor to some of the world’s most influential public and private sector 

leaders, including former President Bill Clinton. In a variety of senior positions in industry, academia, 

government, campaigns, labor unions, and non-profits, Ms. Ucelli has created unique, comprehensive 

strategies to protect and advance reputation and image. She is known for her expertise in developing powerful 

messages and campaigns around some of the most vexing global issues, including health care, the economy 

and environmental protection and regulation. 

   

Sidney Witter  
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Sidney Witter was born in New York City on August 19th, 1961. She attended Brearley, Chapin, Mills College 

and Columbia University. During her college years, and after, she worked for Bill Graham Presents (a west 

coast music promoter). She came back East and was Design Studio Manager for North American Bear Co. (a 

stuffed animal design company) with business offices in Chicago. Several years later, she joined William D. 

Witter, Inc., an investment management firm as an equity analyst, trader and portfolio manager. Sidney left 

William D. Witter in 2002 due to a high risk pregnancy with her now 14 year old twins Anton and Amelie.  

Several clients refused to accept her change of venue and insisted she continue to manage their portfolios. 

 

Ms. Witter officially retired earlier this year and passed her accounts to UBS. Ms. Witter joined the Kips Bay 

Board of Trustees in November 2016. She currently sits on the Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies 

Board of Directors and Investment Committee and has for the past 20 years. Prior to that, she was on their 

Junior Committee.  She is on the local United Way Board in Westchester and has been for approximately 10 

years. She is also on their Local Presence Grant Committee. In addition, she is actively involved with the local 

Junior League and Scarsdale PTA. Ms. Witter lives in Scarsdale with her twins and their dog. 


	Cynthia is currently the Associate Director of the Theatre program at The Nightingale-Bamford School. Ms. Cynthia Coudert is a graduate of Vassar College.

